JUBILEES AND DATES

ALEKSEI NIKOLAEVICH KOST
(ON HIS 60th BIRTHDAY)

October 18, 1975, was the 60th birthday of Aleksei Nikolaevich Kost, assistant editor-in-chief of Khim-
iya Geterotsiklicheskikh Soedinenii (Chemistry of Heterocyclic Compounds), well-known organic chemist,
outstanding specialist in the chemistry of heterocyclic nitrogen compounds, and professor of the department
of organic chemistry of Moscow State University (MSU).

Professor Kost graduated with a degree in chemistry from MSU in 1939, having completed his thesis
under the supervision of the distinguished teacher and scientist A. P. Terent'ev. Professor Kost's graduate
study was interrupted by the war. In July 1941, he left for the front as a volunteer and remained in the field
forces for the entire war. From 1946 to 1958, Professor Kost was, successively, an assistant and an as-
sistant professor, and in 1958 he became a professor of the department of organic chemistry of the chem-
istry faculty of MSU. He defended his master's dissertation in 1947 and his doctoral dissertation in 1956.

His multifaceted scientific interests and his profound erudition enabled Professor Kost to make a sig-
nificant contribution to various fields of organic chemistry. ‘In his first outstanding investigations, which
were the basis of his dissertations, he created a general method for the introduction of a cyanoethyl group
into organic compounds. His method for cyanoethylation is today extremely widely used. His comprehensive
studies of the transformations of hydrazine derivatives led to the development of methods for the synthesis
of pyrazole derivatives. The development of research in this area made it possible to discover a fundamen-
tally new rearrangement of acid arylhydrazides to 2-aminoindole derivatives. Professor Kost also has
made a larg: contrihution to the chemistry of indole. He developed the theory and practice of electrophilic
substitution reactions in the indole series, investigated the cationotropic rearrangements of alkyl- and acyl-
indoles, discovered a number of methods for the synthesis of condensed heterocyclic systems including an
indole fragment. A fundamentally new method developed under his supervision involves the introduction of
diverse hetaryl residues into the molecules of the most diverse organic compounds.

Professor Kost has published more than 450 scientific papers and has obtained over 100 author's cer-
tificates. Among his students, there are more than 120 graduating studéents at MSU, 46 graduates with mas-
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ter's degrees, and 10 graduates with doctoral degrees in the chemical sciences. Professor Kost lends a
great deal of assistance in the training of national scientific specialists in the Ukrainian, Azerbaidzhan,
Lithuanian, Tadzhik, and other union republics.

Together with his students and co-workers, Professor Kost has developed and introduced into the na-
tional economy a whole series of original inhibitors of atmospheric corrosion. He has discovered and put
into practice a means for the protection humans and animals from blood-sucking insects and mites and * -
ticks — the preparation "benzimin." Growth stimulants, in the development of which Professor Kost actively
participated, have been used in the national economy for many years. Relatively recently he obtained new
antioxidants and a number of special-purpose biologically active agents and created and successfully sub-
jected to clinical testing new medicinal preparations. In recent years Professor Kost has been intensively
investigating the microbiological transformation of chemical substances and studying the mechanism of the
function of chemoreceptors.

The scientific and pedagogical endeavors of Professor Kost are combined with a great deal of editorial
work. He is a member of the editorial boards of international journals and publications — Advances in Het-
erocyclic Chemistry, Organic Preparation and Procedures, Journal of Heterocyclic Chemistry — and is the
editor of many monographs. He has frequently represented Soviet science at international congresses and
symposiums and has gone abroad to many countries to deliver lectures.

Professor Kost's versatile pedagogical talent, his profound scientific fundamentalism, and his noble
humane qualities have won the love and respect of all of his colleagues.

The editorial board of Khimiya Geterotsiklicheskikh Soedinenii (Chemistry of Heterocyclic Compounds)
warmly congratulates Professor Kost on his 60th birthday and wishes him many more years of fruitful sci-
entific and pedagogical activity.
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