
JUBILEES AND DATES 

A L E K S E I  N I K O L A E V I C H  K O S T  

(ON H I S  6 0 t h  B I R T H D A Y )  

October 18, 1975, was the 60th bi r thday of Aleksei  Nikolaevich Kost ,  a s s i s t an t  ed i to r - in -ch ie f  of Khim-  
iya Getero ts ik l icheskikh  Soedinenii (Chemis t ry  of Heterocycl ic  Compounds), well-known organic  chemis t ,  
outstanding spec ia l i s t  in the chemis t ry  of he terocycl ic  ni t rogen compounds,  and p r o f e s s o r  of the depar tment  
of organic  c h e m i s t r y  of Moscow State Univers i ty  (MSU). 

P r o f e s s o r  Kost  graduated with a degree  in c h e m i s t r y  f rom MSU in 1939, having completed his thes is  
under  t h e s u p e r v i s i o n  of the dist inguished t eache r  and sc ient i s t  A. P. T e r e n t ' e v .  P r o f e s s o r  Kos t ' s  graduate  
study was interrupted by the war .  In July 1941, he left for  the front as a volunteer  and remaIned  in the field 
fo rces  for  the en t i re  war .  F r o m  1946 to 1958, P r o f e s s o r  Kost  was, success ive ly ,  an a s s i s t an t  and an a s -  
s i s tan t  p r o f e s s o r ,  and in 1958 he became  a p r o f e s s o r  of the depar tment  of organic c h e m i s t r y  of the chem-  
i s t ry  faculty of MSU. He defended his m a s t e r ' s  d i sser ta t ion  in 1947 and his doctora l  d i sse r ta t ion  in 1956. 

His mult i faceted scientif ic  in te res t s  and his profound erudition enabled P r o f e s s o r  Kost  to make  a s ig -  
nificant contribution to var ious  fields of organic chemis t ry .  I n  his f i r s t  outstanding invest igat ions,  which 
were  the bas i s  of his d i s se r t a t ions ,  he c rea ted  a genera l  method for  the introduction of a cyanoethyl group 
into organic  compounds.  His method for  cyanoethylat ion is today ex t r eme ly  widely used. His comprehens ive  
studies of the t r ans fo rma t ions  of  hydrazine  de r iva t ives  led to the development  of methods for  the synthesis  
of pyrazole  der iva t ives .  The development  of r e s e a r c h  in this a r ea  made it poss ib le  to d i scover  a fundamen-  
ta l ly  ne~r r e a r r a n g e m e n t  of acid a ry lhydraz ides  to 2-aminoindole  de r iva t ives .  P r o f e s s o r  Kost  a lso  has 
made a lar~:, eon~r~I~ucion to the c h e m i s t r y  of indole. He developed the theory and p rac t i ce  of e lec t rophi l ic  
substi tution reac t ions  in the indole s e r i e s ,  invest igated the cat ionotropic r e a r r a n g e m e n t s  of a lkyl-  and acy l -  
indoles, d i scovered  a number  of methods for  the synthes is  of condensed he terocycl ic  s y s t e m s  including an 
indole f ragment .  A fundamental ly  new method developed under his superv is ion  involves the introduction of 
d ive r se  hetaryl  res idues  into the molecules  of the most  d ive r se  organic  compounds.  

P r o f e s s o r  Kost  has published m o r e  than 450 scient i f ic  papers  and has obtained over  100 au thor ' s  c e r -  
t i f icates .  Among his s tudents ,  there  a re  m o r e  than 120 graduating students at  MSU, 46 graduates  with m a s -  
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t e r ' s  degrees ,  and 10 graduates  with doc tora l  degrees  in the chemica l  sc iences .  P r o f e s s o r  Kost  lends a 
g rea t  deal  of a s s i s t ance  in the t ra ining of national scient i f ic  spec ia l i s t s  in the Ukrainian,  Azerbaidzhan,  
Lithuanian, Tadzhik,  and other union republ ics .  

Toge ther  with his students and c o - w o r k e r s ,  P r o f e s s o r  Kost  has developed and introduced into the na-  
t ional  economy a whole s e r i e s  of or iginal  inhibitors of a tmosphe r i c  co r ros ion .  He has d iscovered  and put 
into p r ac t i c e  a means  for  the protect ion humans and an imals  f rom blood-sucking insects  and mites  a n d  
t icks - the p repa ra t ion  "benzimin."  Growth s t imulan ts ,  in the development  of which P r o f e s s o r  Kost act ively  
par t ic ipated ,  have been used in the national  economy for  many  y e a r s .  Rela t ive ly  recent ly  he obtained new 
antioxidants and a number  of s p e c i a l - p u r p o s e  biological ly  ac t ive  agents and c rea ted  and successfu l ly  sub-  
jected to c l in ical  tes t ing new medic ina l  p repa ra t ions .  In r ecen t  y e a r s  P r o f e s s o r  Kost  has been intensively 
invest igat ing the mic rob io log ica l  t r an s fo rm a t ion  of chemica l  substances  and studying the mechan ism of the 
function of c h e m o r e c e p t o r s .  

The scient i f ic  and pedagogical  endeavors  of P r o f e s s o r  Kost  a r e  combined with a g rea t  deal of edi tor ia l  
work. He is a m e m b e r  of the edi tor ia l  boards  of internat ional  journals  and publications - Advances in Het-  
e rocyc l i c  Chemis t ry ,  Organic P r e p a r a t i o n  and P r o c e d u r e s ,  Journa l  of Heterocycl ic  C h e m i s t r y -  and is the 
edi tor  of many monographs .  He has f requent ly  r ep resen ted  Soviet sc ience  at internat ional  c o n g r e s s e s  and 
sympos iums  andhas  gone ab road  to many countr ies  to de l iver  l ec tu res .  

P r o f e s s o r  Kos t ' s  v e r s a t i l e  pedagogica l  talent ,  his profound scient i f ic  fundamenta l i sm,  and his noble 
humane qual i t ies  have won the love and r e s p e c t  of al l  of his col leagues.  

The edi tor ia l  board of Khimiya Gete ro t s ik l ichesk ikh  Soedinenii (Chemis t ry  of Heterocycl ic  Compounds) 
wa rmly  congra tu la tes  P r o f e s s o r  Kost on his 60th b i r thday and wishes him many more  yea r s  of fruitful  s c i -  
entific and pedagogica l  act ivi ty .  
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